


spent fishing at Gull Rock,
Beach and taking fo the

wetsUit to cool down. The multi-avard-

winming authar reminiscad with Liz Newell

an ussed Rising Water, his first play,
came to Alhai i July.
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WINTON COULD BE INTRODUCED
ary nurnber of ways.

Hiss ederbast ronvel Ase Oher Sevonenier
carmed him The Arstralian Vogel
Literary Award, Australia’s most
prestigivus prize for an wnpuablished
miareEcTipt, in 1961; his follow-up,
Shwrtlorace, woon hirm e Ticst ol fis fmar
Piles Franklin Liberary Avwards to date,

His pazslon for the ocean and
cospsbal living vwins born inthe diys
“when you're youn g and you're
frusrrated and everylndy's older and
smarter and richer than you®, and
diving Into the ool waters ar fishing off
rockes “wars wehian 1 lid instesd oflakirlg
drugs and destroying my life by other
means”.

“And there's so many ofher means,
esgecially for a country kid, of injuring
vourrsclfor messing vourselfup just out
of bowediom or frustration,” Winbon,
T S0, gl

“For miy the ocean was realhy o kind
of.... [t was one form of sahatlon, really.
It sapven] vy Bxscom maany o timee Belicvs
me, back in the day in AlThany, before I
head a wersuly, going o the coean really
wirs it mitter of cooling oft”

Winton has been called o various
irstances i his 3-ysar canees one
af fustralia’s favourite sons, “a writer
af supireme Intesgriny and homesty™
ancl the mcest celebred weites of his
BEneration

Talking wo him via plone, its

difficult to imagine any of these titles
firring ki atall.

Initimlhy worried abot the old adage
“mever mmieed your heroes”, 1was greeted
by a sliglaly reserved voies oo the ather
end of the line who, after a moment’s
pause, fedt obliged 1o check, " was
suppost] e sl vou, dght? Or dse
you're hiding your surprise very well.”

Little did he ki, Twas surprised.

O the many things he is not, Winton
is natoriously media-shy, something
phiat choesa't o all eranslane in b
amaunt of time we talk, He speaks like
e wrltes, in long, broken sentences,
with tl.ill'q,']!.l’il vl wastest, and
ives the impression of a bloke Bairly
ablivioas e whiar all e fess is albour,
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Winton is notorously
media-shy, He
speaks lilee he writes, in
long, broken sentences,
with barady & word
wastad, and gives the
u:ﬂp reagion of a J,fikc.-
fairly oblivious to what
all the fuss is about.




LATELY, HOMWEVER, WINTOMN HAS
given everyane plenty af reason to fuss,

Elis bt il Risanagy Wi, enjoyped
its world premiene in the Heath Ledper
Theatre on June 24 and ran untl fuly
IT.

His foray into writing for the stage
frLrks A cndrance il ey lerrior
Though an avid fan of theatne - he
thinks the first show he ever saw was
it the Adbsimy Toave Tl = thee nonvedist-
come-playwright admits to feeling
thie srress of Aoundering b wneharoed
witkers in the leschup to the play's
premiere,

I barick ing'n. r|.-ﬂ|['_-,'.' hn|:L1L:.;|1nL|.
"It fioeds Like there's never cnough time
o rehearse and get it veady. .. Fmthe

onty amateur on the block. Everyone
alse knows what they're doing except
e

15 e sounds surprised by the
situarion e’ in, theat's pralalily
beiise whint started out as devcloping
the sbory of an obd character (Tackle
Wlartin Trom Romser MoParling Moll, o
story included in his 2004 callection The
Tharerfeig) turned bnto his firssever play.

“Team't blame amyhody else, 1leeep
throwing myself in the decp end.”
Wi said. “T0wag like most of my
thimgs, it was just sort of an accident,
I didr’t realise what 1was dolng fora
whrile sl oncee 1 resslizisd, yoo sant il
surrender b it or stop, 1 just thought, oh
well, seewhat happens.”

Winrton strugghed with the
requiremients af his neaw rale as
pliyweright while fisiegr Winer mihe
the transition frorm page o stage.

I all very e ard Ui bearning a
Iot et joby, ™ i said

“The ather skrple thing is just,
:||::I|::|'II:.'|:I|:u|ii:|.3 with nther people,
which is mad whar [ - in terms of the
wadk — awork day's all very salitary,
youwl ks 'I'I1|'r|:y-s|:||1wthi|1g}'q:ur,s
of just working off my aswn bat. 1
't ewen Barely collalore with
el

The play focuses on one Australia
[h':,l it thoe lives of thines Divisabsands
calling their seafaring vessels home,
tethered po a Fremantle maring, =
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