Iron

[ ihose Chilean mimers who were

Irappred For 68 dayve bast year was
I 1o tell their story imoa movie, they

shoakd conwe fo Australia. Mot ondy
has filming swwmed on ke telemovie
Rwicaesi | hasid an the dramatic pes-
cue of Tasmmanlan miners Todd Russell
ans] Brad Webd 5 2008, hiif somme of (le
prafies fram the couniey’s minlng Beam
are [lering inte the o sdusing,

Take Ref . a hean-wasming
drama about a Iz wheo helped unite
an knlated mining commundiy. which
reaches cinemas next month.

Based onanovel by Louls de Bemiores
(Caprmin Corelis Mandolfa), director
Eriv Stenders’s fllm was m:g&lmﬂ tEh_.:.
real-life dog famous for Biiching r
and  befriending bomls around ke
piggged] Filhara  seglon, B panhern
Wieskern Ausiealis, in the 19708 He was
s hirlorvied dhat thse commusity erec sl a
s iibe &8 B dn Deampdes afier s dea

Having mabbed ihe Blm rights By
Erambsing (o shesn Kool Daog in Australia
rather than the WS, producer Melson
Wi knew Bie had o head bo the Pilbara
for awtheniiciny.

“The story takes e in a really
FEmole, rlmr? lsansh, F::uul'he'un In:-ulillfl:rl.
white Bhenes o sels, o iifeaslsehire,
B0 cre, he says. 5o 00 [ was o shoot o

icture up thene and make it amibentic
E}llUu B e g thene, | ad na Hind
m}lnfu«d.hw:r and water my crew.”

‘With the resoupces secior boorning.
Wioss, who produaced the Heath Ledger
version ol Ned Kelly. says asmall mining
bt or "donga” costs moee In the Pillbara
tham a hotel room in Sydney. Adfares
frem Ferth are moee cipensive than
from Sydney 1othe western capital. And
EncE o Bl-weasg ceew aifived, there
wiauld ber all soms of begisbcal problems.

For minisg companies  producin
I one areained the olek for Chind an
India. having a filna crew wandering
arcignl  high-securily Bocatlons misl
arve seemed like a headache walting 1o

i Insdesd ol hasd hats and ol

v requirensenis rewe mandaiony on
mining sies, the Qlmmakers wanied
thelr actors o wear shors, singbets and
thomgs from the "7s.

1f weer e am insdusiey woeth enoee than
164 billion a year, why do you need a
S10 mlBan o 515 million Qb Aed ds
you really want arty filmmakers inter-
pupring vour wark By genting a eruck e
d 't-:ﬁ:rnnalchagain cocamd again ...
ans again?

For reasons that say something aboai
beoth indwstries = pragmatic miners and
peersnasive filmmakers - Woss oon.
vinced thie rnlnl.nlﬁ:-urnpaniﬂ Ein Timo:
e Wioosdshide, enlaing equipnssel
company WesTrac and regiomal aiflise
Skywiesl 0 back Rid Dag, getling acoess
vivn N, & podt, heavy snchinery anda
leBcopier [ur sevial shobs,

“For & presduces, i was like beleg ina
candy store,” Woss sy, “Whoen | waain
Fhallywasnd, IF o were an a g movie,
El.fl.lﬂlg]“ have cars and trucks. But on

Do, | gog my own iradn,

"I’-I:Iri“‘&l:lh:‘ ;, 1 had a irain almosi
three kilometres long = one of those
massive (@ trains that the mining
COMmpany gave us.”

H‘ﬂw.-:'n:lpﬁlloh 10 the g secior was

The Sy Horsmy Frmb
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Himbspriey callineg ... musiciea Brobhers Alan (et ard St phom Pigram in Med Bestands.

thssn nhee Nl wosald shovar the nese of the
eomndry what they were disdng,

“Wie -drllly:{m’n tha haariBean ol
ibee Ausiralian economy = we show ihe
minas, we show the irsins thal take the
ore o the conveyor belis, we show the
comveyor beles and the crashers then
we shiow the ships being loaded and the
irom ore being taken to China,” he says.

In's ot hard 1o see bow persuasive
Wias was as lve raves about the reglon.

“Peale hergel thos the eigine of
Ausiralia thats going 24/7 aead in's

whs are investing because they denily
with Mlms being made in Heir local
agiras, ofben imfegional Westeen bustralia
or (useensband.

For last wears World War [ drama
Berearks MU &, maining suppliees [sem
Tewmeville hacked & fllm abour the
regian’s miners whewent e he Westorn
From 1 Bbecoswe luanellors,

A T ikl years Beartheld Kimba dey
drama Med Betarnk, miners eom the
feglon came upwith the final 15 per cend
ol her bl t bocausee thery nespandiad 10

‘When I was in Hollyneeod. i were ona big movie,

spovis anrighit frizvce covs anvd tricks, But on Red Dog, ot

MR 3R PPN Nelson Woss, producer

billsons and billions of dellars,” e says.
“Is the ieasod sl ¢ooiaimy B in eas-
anably glter the GRC. And
iU the reasan osarclollar isaf parine wigh
ke 105 dollar”™

Whether i's arguing agalnst the fed-
eral prvernments garban 1ax; Gina
Heinhart investing in the Ten Nevaork:
Andrew Foarest fsckling indigenous
employmeni: Clive Palmer buying a
[ooibaldl feam, & yachi or iourist resort;
af Mathan Tinkler snaffling his own
teams and racehorses, wealthy mindng
ldemibes Bave Become nfluemial in
maey arcas of Australiam e,

When e povernsnent Bmeduced a
new ientive lor filmmaking - o 40 per
ol lax pebate called the prodiscers
allsel - il came &3 oo sarpriss tha
miners became Enohved. Bal il wasn't
npcensar iy 1o adhd Lo el hoal 1By bank
balances. The =light chance of a profii
[roma an Assoralian film is po incentve
atall in's mus b more praciical to invesi
ini peall pstat e,

Thee chief operating sfficer of Screen
Ausiralia, Floma Camieron, s1ys mimers
are oEeal the “comenumities of e

TR

a (Bls alsst thee bssuses Tacing Aboriginal
e,

“Mis @ pellection of the ssories being
o], Cameron says. = | Reel | |& et in
ks Pillara so there's & nataral symengy:
1f - Hm ks being made bm an area that has
& ‘community of interest, you're going
it hwne bocal Isvestors happy 1 come
on boand.”

e sieeh inveseor 18 Esockabis
Calin “Gumby™ MeCumste, who has
taken Alm so serjowsly that he i
?'l.ullil'lﬁ s wikne mwanager lod Moaim

dBson Irom fo get more bnvolved in
executive producing,

A ime of ihe Pigram
Hicihers. the Broome masician: who
helped peoduce Mad Basrards and also
apeear on soreen, he learng they nesded
private invesmment oo fop up gevern-
ment funding.

"I nuigend up sk weeks lacer wich ball a
millizn dollars aeed sadd, *Is thar encugh
1o mnaks Ehie Tileal,” he says.

After Ewvelling with Mad  Raoant
o the Sumdance and Capnes Blm fosti-
vals, MoCumstie has cought “the bug”
ollilmmaking. He is now  excostive

The resources boom is spreading to the red
carpet, as miners throw their weight — and
cash — behind Anstralian movies,
By GARRY MADDOX,

preducing two new films, Swtellie
arrd Bk e Sky, with finance from well-
n:-l'l'rnlmkri. humum;n funds and m —
@ il waRllEg 1O s T 1w
mrrl:‘n:'n absrart Lr-dl;enqipfui".:m-
iy i

“There's o peo iry there o make
charitable IJIE:HIE::: th eane edr lax
Buedens,” he says, “We'ee not &l pee-
tending to ke completoly nobbe hene bt
v aleses 1ick e commiurily and ingdig-
epous boxes. phas the fact we're sup:

orting arts and media , .. s 8 good thing

or all corporate citizens.”

MoCumatke §s nod just a passive
Invesier ether —he has o backgeroand In
explesives so he will "blow things up”
durisg Mming lor Saneiline Boy, Fl.hl i
b did far Mad Baswareds.

I b bebdilling T B dkde't see b as &
means of peking up an EF fee o chings
I radse a sigmilicant ammoant ol money
@i, B iy, “Bair 10w think 0w viehle
epugh project and i looks Hie i will 8y
Nmancially and make money - amd, al
course, there's no crystal ball that can
assure you o that - people are happy io
invest and take a punt’

Por B Tinto execu fives. boosting the
modale of cheir Pifhara workioroe was
pan of 1hi peasdn lod gedling invalived
with Red Dog The ommpasys com-
munithes manager in Dampler. Rodam
Sermaon, saye smindng campanies have
had a long levelvemsesi in the ars,
including Elrlngln; opera, ballet and
1learie 16 thi Gfea.

".tnr!::‘lpm|ﬁai that really celebrane
regio and pemete arcas and that
ernployees get o be pan af, whether its
arts o sposting programs o whatever.
agi famtastic things fo g nvalved in”
she say=

Frd Do celebaales astory thats vwell -
inown in the Fl = adog so much a
pan of ihe commundiy that ke was made
a member of both the iransport union
and the Il sponts and socdal cluk.

“We have a bor of people sl in
Damygpler, which is a smam Hlo Tineo ori-
ginally baily, dar soill pemeisher Red
oy, " Sermmon says. “Fof us 1o bring that
B e and colebrate the culluse aml &
tigne e the Pilbasa ol raphd expansion
and bots of change and people cem|
:I'mrum hI!: ol different areas was a really

;thing io n.”

Iﬁ Rix nl::ﬁqplfm cofpsorate loges
io feapare im the (lm or wam soript
chamges bn exchange fog [@ming ar iis
miees afd parts?

“Theres narmally comain amsgantsal
recognition wed expect, olviously Im
1h‘;ﬂlzﬁ11:'l:lﬂh' !"-t'rm-n-nr::t "

Thas oo i 5y d ey Wiy i 10 i
1o host a preview inothe area and have
wlall visin during Mmi

“1 ihink we did read the soripd bai ...
e pe msually open bﬂmllmwn'nw."
Sermnn says. " We're mimers, we're not
scnipbwTibers or film producers so we
wioldn’ prewesd oo get |pvodied in the
creative side of ike project.”

Whanever e inerbeacies ol the segori-
ations, Woss was deligheed with the
eoEpany s Evalreme s, whick incliuded

unlr::llh.r:'.u.uhduc-wmmm.: milsi-

ng dmduction coume, supphing ll-
timse salety co-nedinitors asd mandat-
ary drg and sloodiol tesing.
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Animal magretizan . Jos b ILUCHS ned Foko in B A ustralien Tim Bed Do which was 5 bod in the B s g s w il R Db Becking of R Tinko snd Waodside.

Theey reliced we were golng ro make
a poedilve movie [buill s wasmt golng io
satelal,” Woss says

was jusk & e
warked Tor Bodh pasties
It b piade Woss ealiie thai the

by every ke ol %

Carmving Irom o [om e mimees,
b says

“Some of thess 1fales wWerd fwo of

three k ees long ard (heyd take

es 1o e b | s lord e 0

W can'l 16l you eha
confidenikal informarien. Bui |
1hi Ins wisuald pretsalsly
oiif enbine budper” And (hey'ne
g b every couple of hours, seven
Layw w werk

Red Dogepens on Augusk 4
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BREAK THE SKY
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Birargy wercuf iven. huree Bae besd & plarsaes]
Pl bt o Rober Drewe™s mareel The
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b Vi A iy Qb .
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