Stars line
up to make
movies of
Winton’s
classics

MARK MAGLAZAS

Meve pver John Grisham. J. K.
Rowling and Dan Brown — our
bestaelling novelist Tim Winton i
generating his own movie spin-ofTf
industry

Hawving written his first play
Rising Water, which had its world
premicre at the State Theatre
Centre last night, Winton is
locking forward to seelng most of
his celebrated books making their
wiy to the big screen over the next
few years.

Sorme of the conntry’s hottest
talent — Rissel]l Crowe, Calte
Blanchett, Simon Baker Mia
Wasthowska and David Wenham
— are zeroing in on the four-time
Miles Franklin winner's beloved
tabes of ordinary Australian life.

Mozt significontly, Winton is
gefting mare interested in whal is
happening (o his work alter
decades of leaving the task to
others.

*When 1 was in my #0s and 30s, 1
clicn’t spend fime on pie-in-dhe-sky
flm projects because [ was too
busy working on the novels and
stories to keep the wolves from the
door,™ Winton salid.

“When I finished one beok 1 was
stralght on to the nest. | felt 1
coulkdn't be delayel with other
considerations. I felt the other
stuff was a luxury

"I've abways been inferested in
film. Bt I've never written film
scripts with the sume conviction
bescanise of the bollocks that gocs
with "

With money no longer an {ssue,
Winton is now taking on new
challenges, working on a series of
plovs, adaptations and original
seripts,

He did the recent adaptation af
the television mini-seres version
of Clondstreet and has written the
seript for his coming-of-age
award-winner Breath, which The

Mentalist star Baker hopes to
shoot in Margaret Eiver

#Also on the boil are The
Turning, with multiple directors
handling Winton's series of
Interlinked stories, The Drowner
producer Stephen van Mil k=
planning a big-budget version of
his whaling classic Shallows and
Jilian Jarrold, of Pride and
Prejwdice farme, is lining up o
direct The Riders.

The potentlally great Winton
adaptation that got away I=s Dirt
Music, which fell apart when
Heath Ledper — widely reganded
as a natural for the part of Luther
Fix — moved an to play The Joker
in The Dark Knight.

Crowe has declared his
intention to play the emationally
scarmed poacher and musiclan and
1= repartedly writing songs for the
movhe.
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TIM WINTON'S SCREEN DREAMS

Thi Richers

Sam Worthington set to play the father
sparching for the mother of his chitd.
Petentially a great moody art movie.

Dirt Music
Phillip Neyce keen to direct with Russell Crowe |
set to play musician/poactser Luther Fox, Major e .y
rewrite needed by account for Crowe's age. T,

The Turning

Script development funds secured., Each
epitsde (o be directed by different talont,
including Cate Blanchett, Rached Ward
and, Inbrigaingly, Mia Wasikowska.

Righis owned by Australian Mentalist star (S
Simon Baker who will star &€ the surfing gura I|I e
Sande. Margarel River i a possible location, 1

Shallows

Opkicn for Winton's whaling epic held by
Porth-based Drowner producer Stephen Van MIL
He"s in Galkcs with the likes of Peter YWeir to direct.
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